Techniques of Satire
Irony usually emphasizes the contrast between the way things are expected to be and the way they actually are.
· Life is filled with ironies, as in the following true happenings... 

1. The average cost of rehabilitating a seal after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska was $80,000. At a special ceremony, two of the most expensively saved animals were released back into the wild amid cheers and applause from onlookers. A minute later they were both eaten by a killer whale. 

2. A psychology student in New York rented out her spare room to a carpenter in order to nag him constantly and study his reactions. After weeks of needling, he snapped and beat her repeatedly with an axe, leaving her mentally retarded. 

3. In 1992, Frank Perkins of Los Angeles made an attempt on the world flagpole-sitting record. Suffering from the flu, he came down eight hours short of the 400-day record, to find that his sponsor had gone bankrupt, his girlfriend had left him and his phone and electricity had been cut off. 

4. A woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen, shaking frantically with what looked like a wire running from his waist towards the electric kettle. Intending to jolt him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of wood by the back door, breaking his arm in two places. Till that moment he had been happily listening to his Walkman. 

5. Two animal rights activists were protesting the cruelty of sending pigs to a slaughterhouse in Bonn. Suddenly the pigs, all two thousand of them, escaped through a broken fence and stampeded, trampling the two hapless protesters to death. 

6. Iraqi terrorist Khay Rahnajet didn't pay enough postage on a letter bomb. It came back with "return to sender" stamped on it. Forgetting it was the bomb, he opened it and was blown to bits.

To do: Write a short piece that highlights the irony of an environmentalist wanting to cut down on greenhouse gasses by advocating the use of nuclear power as a substitute.  

· Parody: A literary or artistic work that imitates the characteristic style of an author or a work for comic effect or ridicule.
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             To do: Design your own advertisement which parodies a well known product.

· Exaggeration is also called hyperbole. It has several uses. For example, humour through stereotypes. Stereotype depends on exaggerated stock characteristics that are instantly recognizable: the extremely absent-minded Professor; the utterly stupid blonde.
             To do: Describe a short, ordinary scene, like a man shopping for bread, cheese and 

              tabasco sauce. Exaggerate all details and behaviour. Aim for a humorous effect.

· Understatement. Expressing an idea with less emphasis or in a lesser degree than is the actual case. The opposite of hyperbole. Understatement is employed for ironic emphasis. Understatement conveys a reality different from and usually opposite to appearance or expectation. For example, when a man comes home to find his wife being chased around the living room by a hockey-masked madman wielding an axe and the man asks, "Shall I fix my own dinner then, dear?" that is a form of understatement.

To do: Describe a dramatic scene, like a bank robbery during an earthquake while a pregnant woman gives birth to quadruplets in the main lobby. Describe all details and behaviour in casual understatement. Aim for a humorous effect.

· Juxtaposition. One characteristic of creativity is to make connections between things that are not normally connected. One of the elements of comic genius is to create original mismatchings. For example, Merlin uses formal medieval expression and the Arthurian Knight speaks in rap. Your date searches her purse, pulling out a hairbrush, a battery cable, two geese and a jar of pickles.

             To do:  Write a short story with one to three unusual combinations of people or objects. 
· Oxymoron. A paradox reduced to two words, usually in an adjective-noun ("eloquent silence") or adverb-adjective ("inertly strong") relationship, and is used for effect, to emphasize contrasts, incongruities, hypocrisy, or simply the complex nature of reality. Examples: wise fool, ignorantly learned, laughing sadness, pious hate. Oxymoron can be useful when things have gone contrary to expectation, belief, desire, or assertion, or when your position is opposite to another's which you are discussing. The figure then produces an ironic contrast which shows, in your view, how something has been misunderstood or mislabeled: Senator Rosebud calls this a useless plan; if so, it is the most helpful useless plan we have ever enacted. 

To do: Create your own examples (3) highlighting the humorous effect of this technique.
